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ALICE SPRINGS FIELD
NATURALISTS INC.

NEWSLETTER - OCT 2004

Meetings 2004

7:30 pm on the second Wednesday of the month,
in the staff room at the OLSH College on
Sadadeen Road.

Gary Fry, Alice Springs Desert Park,
13 Oct | on work being done at the Park on
Mala populations.

Greg Fyfe, Alice Springs Desert Park
“The History and Natural History of

10 Nov ) 29
Egernia slateri
(a large endangered skink).
D Break up function - Olive Pink
cc Botanic Garden
Field Trips 2004
Date Field Trips

Walk — Ochre Pits to Inarlanga
Sun 10 Oct | pags and back. Meet 7am
Flynn’s Grave.

Afternoon walk at Temple Bar
Station to be followed by a BBQ
in the creekbed. Leader Connie
Spencer. Meet 3:30 pm at
information bay opposite the
Old Timers Home.

Sat 23 Oct

Morning walk from Flynn’s
Sun 7 Nov | Grave to Flagon Hill. Leader
Connie Spencer. Meet 7:00 am
Flynn’s Grave.

qlelcom@

We welcome new member Morgan Fliut,

Suggestions wanted

If you have any suggestions for field trips or
speakers at meetings, please let any member
of the committee know. We wonld love to
have your suggestions,

September Meeting Guest Speaker

Last meeting Michael Barritt gave us a report on
his research on Central Australian Possums Whjle
working for Parks and Wildlife at Ormiston.
Strangely he has never seen one. Only three
people have seen any in recent years. One was
Dave Gibson, who while camping at Roma Gorge
was awakened by small branches falling on him.
Looking up he spied two possums spying on him.
Geoff Cole also saw one around Sonder.

Trichosurus vulpecula, the brushtail possum, is
rare and listed as endangered in CA. Genetically
similar to possums in South Australia, they differ
in size and colour. Most possum recordings in the
past have been opportunistic, noting scats while
locking for the rock rats and long tailed dunnarts,
and by people working on the Larapinta Trail.
Michael’s work involved surveying historical and
new potential sites. The habitats they prefer are
south facing slopes in rocky quartzite creeks which
have less evaporation and support growth of their
food plants. Old growth mnlga stands are
favourite areas becanse apart from food sources
the trees have hollows for high class living.
Indicator plants for possums include mulga, ghost
gums, hill mulga, cypress pine, river red gums,
ironwood, fig, native orange and bloodwood. They
like fruits of fig, beefwood, bush bananas,
mistletoes, conkleberry, the red tips of native pine,
snake vine and even paddy inelons, Amnalysis of
scats gives this information.

Possum signs are scats which are quite distinctive
being reddish and banana shaped. We examined
some samples so we can help in surveying on our
trips. Scratch marks on tree trunks especially on .
the clear bark of river red gnms can be indicaturs.
Sometimes tracks are found perhaps in cave
crevices. The chewed leaves of especially fig in
appropriate areas give clues.

Aboriginal people talk of possums being once a
food source but their decline has been due to feral
animals especially cats in Central Australia and
foxes i the Tanami and further south. Cattle and
horses impact on their sites and rabbits eat young
food plants. Weeds too, notably buffel and couch,
replace the understorey and create hot fires which
threaten food plants and trees with good hollows.
Old growth mulga is very susceptible to fires and
spinifex creeps into the edges of burnt mulga. In












Notable plant species

Five Mile Bore
Owen Springs Reserve
August 2004
Botanical Name Common Name Botanical Name Common Name
ACANTHACEAE LAMIACEAE
Harnieria kempeana Prostanthera striatiflora Striped Mint-bush
Rostellularia adscendens MALVACEAE
AMARANTHACEAE Sida platycalyx Lifesaver Burr
plus other Sida species
Ptilotus helipteroides Hairy Mulla Mulla | MYOPORACEAE
Ptilotus schwartzii Eremophila christophori Dolomite Fuchsia
Ptilotus sessilifolius Crimson Foxtail Eremophila duttonii Harlequin Fuchsia-
bush
ASTERACEAE Eremophila freelingii Rock Fuchsia Bush
Brachyscome spp. Daisies Eremophila latrobei Native Fuchsia
Calotis hispidula Bogan Flea MYRTACEAE
Othonnag gregorii Annual Yellow Top | Fucalyptus sessilis Finke River Mallee
Polvealymma stuartii Poached Egg Daisy | PITTOSPORACEAE
Rhodanthe tietkensii Sand Sunray Pittosporum angustifolivm Native Apricot
BIGNONIACEAE POACEAE
Pandorea doratoxylon Spearwood Cymbopogon sp.
BORAGINACEAE Digitaria brownii Cotton Panic Grass
Halgania sp. Enneapogon spp.
Trichodesma zeylanicum Cattle Bush Eragrostis eriopoda Woollybutt Grass
BRASSICACEAE Eriachne mucronata Mountain Wanderrie
Blennodia canescens Wild Stock Eulalia aurea Silky Browntop
Lepedium phlebopetalum Veined Peppercress | Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass
Stenopetalum spp. Thread-petal Zygochloa paradoxa Sandhill Canegrass
CAMPANULACEAE RUBIACEAE
Wahlenbergia sp. Bluebell Canthium latifolium Native Currant
CHENOPODIACEAE SOLANACEAE
Maireana campanulata Nicotiana rosulata subsp. Sandhill Pituri
plus other Maireana species | Bluebushes ingulba
FABACEAE VIOLACEAE
Swainsona spp. Hybanthus aurantiacus Orange Spade Flower
GOODENIACEAE ZYGOPHYLLIACEAE
Scaevola spinescens Spiny Fan-flower Zygophyllum spp. Twin-leaf

Observers: Kevin Boyle, Rosalie Breen, Connie & Stan Spencer, Barbara & Jim Gilfedder, Rhondda
Tomlinson and Anita Smyth.




Alice Springs

Field Naturalists Club Inc.
PO Box 8663, Alice Springs, NT 0871

The object of the club is to promote interest in all aspects of
natural history.

Regular monthly meetings, usually with a guest speaker, are held
on the second Wednesday of every month, except December and
January, at 7.30pm, in the staffroom at OLSH senior campus,
Sadadeen Road.

There are frequent field trips usually at weekends and mostly in the
cooler months. Past trips have included bush walks of various lengths,
bird-watching, caving and excursions led by experts in many relevant
fields. Projects include Waterwatch monitoring, participation in the
Australian Bird Atlas, and native fish and plant surveys.

For further information contact the President,
Bob Read Tel: 89521935
Email: rread @octad.net.au

Application for Membership

Name

Postal
Address

Telephone Home | Work |

Email

Membership type

Single, employed $25 Any special interests or skills?

Family, employed $30

Concession - Single, | $20 Signature
pensioner/student

Concession - Family, | $25 Date
pensioners/students

Membership subscriptions are due in August each year.
People joining halfway through a year pay half fees.

Alice Springs Field Naturalists Club Newsletter






