


Alice Springs Field Naturalists Club February 2004

Wednesday 11 Feb 7:30 PM in the staff room of
OLSH off the Sadadeen Road — Speaker Stuart
Traynor (topic to be announced).

February 14™ Bird watching at the Sewage Ponds — 7 am
meet at the gate

February 21% Night watk — Simpsans Gap Bike Track -

February 22", WaterWatch — Wigley’s Waterhole.
Leader: Rosalie

Sun 07 Mar | Walk in hills behind Zeil Street.
6:30 am. Meet at track beside
Araluen Christian School, Blain
Street.

Early Marck | One of walks in Telegraph Station

| 2004 vicinity. Leader: Rosalie
March 2004 | Kunoth Bore
. Slot gorge southem side of Mt

April 2004 Gi]]c%l. Ig,cader: Conmie

April 2004

{school Newhaven

holidays)

May 2004 Chain of Ponds (Trephina)

Sat, Sun & Mac Clark Conservation Reserve

Mon 5,6 & 7 | (Acacia peuce) and Acacia

June 2004 pickardii. This would be a
combined FNC & APS trip.

After rain Proposed activity: setting up a light
trap.

Possible At 014 Hamilton Downs one

overnight weekend next year if there is

camp sufficient interest.

Unknown Walk from Wigley’s to the
Telegraph Statton. Organiser:
Rosalie

Please note that subscriptions are now due. If you

have not paid already please do so as soon as

possible.

Reptiles Crossing

If you are interested in the cold blooded members of

our Alice Springs community then you may be

interested in taking a trip out to Glen Helen on a hot
summers’ night. A small group of imtrepid wildlife
enthusiasts (including Emily and myself), recently
decided to test our luck at ‘reptile watching’ in this
prime reptile location.

All you need is a car (it’s a long way to walk),
reasonable eyesight, headlights (highly
recommended), and a couple of torches. If you don’t
get too enthusiastic then you shouldn’t need any
bandages. Equipped with these items and a substantial
quantity of food, we set out and arrived at the Mt
Sonder lookout just on dusk, as all the action starts
after dark,

Looking for reptiles in the car is then dead easy — you
just drive along at about 25 km / hr, or slow enough
to stop before you run something over. The more eyes
that you have then the better chance that you will see
reptiles on the road before they slink away.

Qur car get out from the lookout back toward Alice
Springs on Namatjira Drive with no less than 10 eyes
scanning the bitumen — and it wasn’t long before we
were rewarded! Qur first find was a Spencers
Burrowing Frog in the Finke River Crossing —in fact
several of them were observed hopping across the
road — a good sign for the rest of the trip.

Only a short time later we came across a lovely
Desert Death Adder — in great condition and very
keen to be

photographed.

Although this

snake is highly

venomous this

snake was very

inoffensive — only

moving off the

road when we

gently coaxed it

with a lengthy

stick. It was

fantastic to see its ‘side winding” movement.

Next to pull our car to a halt was a stunning little *fat
tailed’ gecko (Diplodactylus conspicillatus), the first
of many that we were to find, This gecko uses its fat
tail to plug the holes of spider burrows that it uses for
sheltering in. It was hard to observe the gecko for too
long as a cloud of flying termites had descended on
our torch light — a bit of a nuisance, but another good
sign of animal activity (the gecko was quite grateful).
Ten minutes later and we came across our second
Death Adder! - Prompting me to pose the question
what do you call a gathering of Death Adders?
Maybe a flock, or a pod? At any rate I'd call it very
exiting and excellent luck!

Fortunately our trip just went from better to better, as
only a slithering distance down the road we spotted
another snake, however this cne didn't have the
robust form of a Death Adder, but was long, thin and











